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PARTY ROUND PERTH CELEBRATION 
MISS AFRICA PERTH CONTEST 

Statement 
HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: Today I want to share with the house a couple of events 
that I have attended in my electorate that celebrate women in a couple of different ways, and to share the way in 
which women are participating in events around Perth. The first is that on the Sunday that has just passed I 
represented the Minister for Youth, Hon Donna Faragher, at the Party Round Perth celebration, which was put 
on by the WA Girl Guides. It was put together to celebrate 100 years of Girl Guides in Australia and given the 
title “Party Round Perth”, because that is exactly what the nearly 400 participants did for the weekend. 

Hon Adele Farina: And you, too. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: And me, too! On the Sunday I partied. I became one of the party princesses, complete with 
flashing tiara. I digress. The girls got together at the Ern Halliday Recreation Camp at Hillarys on the Friday 
night. As I said, there were nearly 400 girls from all over the state, who travelled from as far away as Albany, Mt 
Barker, Busselton, Rockingham and Mandurah to attend the event. They put themselves into 56 teams. On the 
Friday night they had their planning session for what they would do on Saturday to do their Party Round Perth. 
One of the things that the girls had to do was not only put themselves into teams, but also have a theme for the 
day, which included a costume. I had great delight with State Commissioner of WA Girl Guides, Liz Butson—
another Liz. She and I had the task of judging the best costume for the weekend. I am happy to say that the team 
known as the Starlight Warriors was the one we judged to have the best costume. Saturday morning came. The 
idea was that the girls would go out in teams around Perth. The joint sponsor for this event was Transperth, 
which not only gave the girls free travel for the day on any form of public transport in Perth, but also assisted 
them in some of the tasks that they had to perform. 

The girls were given a booklet and they went off in different directions. They could have ended up in Midland, 
Rockingham, Mandurah, Fremantle or Joondalup. Some went on a ferry to South Perth—I think it was the Zebra 
Team. They were given tasks to do along the way, such as to visit some iconic locations around Perth and collect 
novelty items, such as party items, hats and all sorts of things from different areas around Perth. They had to 
collect a 1997 5c piece and a 2000 10c piece. Some of the anecdotes they came back with included that on a 
ferry to South Perth, the very accommodating Transperth ferry skipper announced to everybody on the ferry 
what the girls were after, so everybody on the ferry looked in their purses. Some passengers actually came up 
with the required coins. In a supermarket, one lady checked about three or four cash registers. The girls 
obviously had a lot of fun doing that. 

The aim of the exercise, apart from the girls having a great time and visiting iconic locations around Perth, was 
to give them the confidence to navigate places they were unfamiliar with, bearing in mind that some of these 
girls were from the country and not used to being in Perth. They had to navigate and use teamwork to achieve 
that end. There was also a treasure hunt and a scavenger hunt and all sorts of other things. They also had to take 
with them an egg that they had to look after during the day and bring home in one piece. Unfortunately, some of 
them did not actually quite make it back in one piece! The eggs were also decorated. I am happy to report that 
the girls eventually found their way home after their fantastic day out, and returned on the Saturday night to 
continue the celebrations with a chain of campfires, to celebrate 100 years of Girl Guides in Australia. The 
names of the winning teams included the Olave Girls, the South Perth Birds, Team Awesome and the Kool 
Kookaburras. Tammy Ryan did an amazing job putting the entire weekend together. They are talking about 
doing it again, so they obviously were not put off! I also compliment them on a fantastic Sunday, when we 
gathered to give out prizes, and they made me an honorary princess for the day; some people probably already 
think I am anyway! 

I also recently attended the Miss Africa Perth contest. I am very happy to say that again the event involved 
crowns! I got to crown the winner, Lucette Barbier from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. She was one of 
16 girls who participated in this year’s Miss Africa contest. Some people may have a view about so-called 
beauty contests, but this contest is anything but that. It is a great contest that has been running in Perth since 
2006 and is celebrated annually on 25 May, which is the official day of the African Union. For a period of about 
eight to 10 weeks prior to the actual night, the girls meet and learn about grooming and deportment, 
empowerment within our society, and the Australian way of life. They also have to take on a project. Last year’s 
winner was Elizabeth Maker. Her project was the African girl-mothers support group, which is a really important 
support group in Perth for teenagers who find themselves with unwanted pregnancies. Elizabeth and her cousin 
Sarah Chuot did a fabulous job in putting that together. I am not sure what Lucette Barbier’s project will be in 
2010, but the 2008 winner, Fadzai Matambanazo from Zimbabwe, started the African Dream Benefit charity. 
There is an annual ball for the charity, which comes up again in September. The idea behind Miss Africa is to 
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showcase African beauty and to assist the contestants to overcome lack of confidence and self-esteem brought 
about by war trauma and the anxieties of navigating the intersection of race and gender in a new environment. 

These are just two examples of the ways in which young women around Perth are learning new skills and 
learning to empower themselves. On both these occasions I encouraged the girls to try to become involved and 
engaged in the political process. These are perhaps future members of our house. 

The PRESIDENT: I was wondering whether that 5c coin search would work with $100 notes! 
 


